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STATE OF LOUISIANA

TOWN OF WASHINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. 2 dated November 19,2007

# 2 A motion was made by Councilman Mrs. Wilson, seconded by Councilman Mr. Ledet to adopt the
following ordinance:

TOWN OF WASHINGTON NO. 2 dated November 19,2007

HISTORICAL and PRESERVATION ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL and/or BOARD OF ALDERMAN OF THE TOWN OF
WASHINGTON, that:

WHEREAS, the Town Council is desirous of promoting the educational, cultural and economic welfare of the
public of the Town by preserving and protecting historic structures and neighborhoods which serve as visible
reminders of the history and heritage of the Town, region, state and nation, and furthermore it is the purpose of this
ordinance to strengthen the economy of the Town by stabilizing and improving property values in historic areas;

I. NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Washington, in
legal session convened, as follows, to-wit:

SECTION 1. Commission Established

There is hereby created a Commission to be known as the Historic District Commission of the
Town of Washington.

SECTION 2. Recommendation and Appointment of Members
The Commission shall consist of[ not fewer than five (5) and no more than fifteen (J 5)] members,

all of whom shall reside in the Town, and shall be appointed by the Mayor.

SECTION 3. Term; Vacancies
Each of the members of the Commission shall be appointed for a term offour (4) years. The

Chairman shall be elected by the members of the Commission. Whenever the term ofa member of the Commission
expires, the Mayor shall appoint his successor. The members may serve consecutive terms. The first commission
shall have staggered terms: 1/4 with one (I) year terms, 1/4 with two (2) year terms, 1/4 with three (3) year terms
and 1/4 with four (4) year terms. All commission members shall have a demonstrated knowledge of or interest,
competence, or expertise in historic preservation. The commission shall seek the advice, as needed, of professionals
in the related disciplines of architecture, history, architectural history, or archaeology, etc.

SECTION 4. Administration and Committees

The Director [of a related Town department, i.e. Community Affairs, Planning, Community
Development - to be determined by the Mayor and Town Council] of the Town of Washington will serve as advisor
to the Commission and will act as liaison between the Commission and the Office of the Mayor. Nominal expenses
necessary to carry out the duties of the Commission will be budgeted through the aforementioned department. The
recording secretary for the Commission will be designated by the director and all files, records, and minutes of the
Commission will be maintained by the department. The Town Attorney shall be the ex officio attorney for the
Commission. The Commission may designate and appoint, from among its members, various committees with such
powers and duties as the Commission may have and prescribe.

SECTION 5. Rules, Regulations and Guidelines; Meetings; Reports and
Recommendations

The Commission shall make such rules and regulations as it may deem advisable and necessary
for the conduct of its affairs not inconsistent with the laws of the Town and State. The Commission shall meet

quarterly, but meetings may be held at any time by the Commission on the written request of any of the [insert the
number of Commission members] members or on the call of the Chairman of the Commission or of the Mayor. The
Commission shall make quarterly reports to the Mayor and Council containing a statement of its activities. Copies of
the rules, regulations and guidelines are available at the Historic District Commission office.

SECTION 6. Purpose
The Washington __ Historic District Commission shall have for its purpose the preservation and

stewardship of all structures in the designated Historic District of the Town. The commission shall have for its
further purpose the guardianship of those structures which have architectural and historical value and which should
be preserved for the benefit of the people of the Town and State.

To Wit, the goals of the Washington Historic Districts are as follows:
A. Protect, enhance and perpetuate resources which represent distinctive and significant elements

of the Town's historical, cultural, social, economic, political, archaeological, and architectural identity;
B. Insure the harmonious, orderly, and efficient growth and development of the Town;
C. Strengthen civic pride and cultural stability through neighborhood conservation;
D. Stabilize the economy of the Town through the continued use, preservation, and revitalization

of its resources;




